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“  The  Lord  will  give  strength  unto  his  people ;  the  Lord  will  bless  his  people  with  peace.’  ’ — PSA.  xxix.  11 


We  wish  to  take  the  second  of  these  clauses  as  explanatory  of  the  first ;  or  as  stating  the 
way  wherein  God  accomplishes  what  he  has  promised  in  the  first.  He  gives  “  strength” 
to  his  people  by  blessing  them  with  “peace;”  in  other  words,  “peace”  is  the 
■“strength  ”  of  God’s  people.  Let  us  take  this  as  our  present  subject  of  discourse,  and 
we  shall  find  it  full  of  interest  and  instruction. 

There  certainly  may  be  such  a  thing — for  it  is  hinted  at  in  Scripture — as  the  always 
dwelling  on  first  principles,  instead  of  striving  to  go  on  to  perfection.  And  it  seems 
equally  certain  that  theie  may  bo  so  contracted  an  estimate  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Christian,  and  of  the  extent  which  he  may  hope  to  reach,  that  we  may  rest  content 
with  far  less  than  might  be  acquired  ;  and  even  reckon  that  we  have  arrived  at  per¬ 
fectibility,  so  that  we  may  expect  nothing  more.  With  all  our  belief  as  to  the  impossi¬ 
bility  of  the  Christian  attaining  perfection  on  earth,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
advances  which  he  may  make  are  greater  than  seem  ordinarily  supposed  ;  and  that 
Christianity  is  not  sufficiently  regarded  as  a  sanctifying,  elevating,  and  huppy-making 
system.  He  passes  for  an  admirable  Christian  who  is  always  bewailing  his  depravity, 
and  confessing  his  inconsistency;  and  who  is  too  much  oppressed  bv  a  sense  of  his 
unworthiness  to  do  more  than  cherish  a  faint  hope  of  pardon  and  acceptance.  And 
God  forbid  that  we  should  cast  doubt  on  the  excellence  of  this  piety  !  We  greatly 
admire  the  saying  of  an  old  writer — “  A  broken  heart  is  a  good- thing:  but  a  healed  one 
is  a  better.”  And  it  certainly  behoves  us  to  take  heed  that  we  be  not  satisfied  with 
low  degrees  of  holiness,  as  though  higher  belonged  to  some  lofty  and  unattainable 
piety  ;  and  that  we  do  not  regard  doubts  as  unavoidable  in  the  present  condition,  as 
though  assured  hope  were  not  among  the  privileges  of  Christianity.  And  it  does  seem 
possible — it  does  seem  promised  to  those  who  “wait  upon  the  Lord,”  using  diligently 
appointed  means  of  grace,  that  they  shall  have  the  flesh  in  subjection  to  the  Spirit; 
that  the  world  and  the  devil,  though  continually  assailing  them,  shall  but  seldom  gain 
any,  and  never  a  permanent  advantage  ;  and  that  they  shall  enjoy  such  foretastes  of 
heavenly  happiness  as,  whilst  cheering  them  in  a  state  of  warfare,  will  thoroughly 
assure  them  of  a  state  of  triumph.  If  there  be  reason  to  conclude  from  the  Scriptures 
that  we  may  attain  to  this  comparative  sinlessness,  and  this  joyous  confidence,  let  us 
see  to  it  that  we  aim  unceasingly  at  what  at  least  is  not  out  of  reach  ;  for  if  we  can  be 
content  to  be  less  holy  than  we  may  be,  we  must  still  be  iu  love  with  sin  ;  and  if  we 
can  be  easy  whilst  doubtful  of  heaven,  we  must  still  be  in  love  with  earth. 

We  make  these  remarks  because  our  text  in  its  first  clause  points  out  the  process  by 
which  we  are  prepared,  and  the  second  is  a  declaration  of  the  privileges  which  are 
to  be  enjoyed  by  the  generality  of  Christians.  This  is  that  peace  which  is  the 
gift  of  God  described  as  the  strength  of  God’s  people.  .Do  we  know  much  or  any¬ 
thing  of  being  strengthened  by  peace  imparted  by  God  ?  Perhaps  you  are  surprised  at 
No.  1,755.  u 


THE  PEACE  OF  GOD,  THE  STRENGTH  OF  HIS  PEOPLE. 

peace  being  identified  with  strength.  Had  the  Psalmist  spoken  of  the  power  of  God, 
or  the  Spirit  of  God,  you  might  have  expected  that  strength  would  result;  but  you  do 
not  perhaps  so  readily  see  how  peace  should  be  our  strength  against  temptation  and 
trial. 

Let  us  now,  therefore,  look  carefully  into  the  declaration  of  our  text.  The  first  ,  ; 
thing  to  determine  is  what  that  peace  is  which  God  promises  to  his  people ;  and,  when 
this  has  been  done,  we  may  hope  to  understand  the  connexion  between  peace  and 
strength,  so  that  to  say  that  “the  Lord  will  give  strength  unto  his  people,”  is  tanta¬ 
mount  to  the  saying,  that  “  the  Lord  will  bless  his  people  with  peace.” 

Now,  you  will  remember,  that  in  one  of  our  Lord’s  parting  discourses  to  his  apostles 
he  solemnly  bequeathed  peace  as  his  legacy  to  his  Church.  “Peace  I  leave  with  you; 
my  peace  I  give  unto  you.”  You  are  to  observe  that  it  was  his  own  peace — “my 
peace” — which  the  dying  Saviour  thus  promised  to  bestow;  and  it  is  probably  with 
reference  to  this  promise  that  one  of  the  petitions  in  our  litany  runs  thus — “0  Lamb 
of  God,  which  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  grant  us  thy  peace.”  And  the  peace 
of  Christ — the  peace  we  mean  which  was  enjoyed  by  Christ,  and  bequeathed  to  his 
followers — was  not  a  peace  resulting  from  a  sense  that  sin  was  forgiven,  for  he  had  done 
“no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth.”  It  must  have  differed  from  the  peace 
of  reconciliation  to  God,  forasmuch  as  there  had  never  been  enmity  between  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  but  “  the  man  Christ  Jesus  ”  had  always  loved  with  a  perfect  love,  and 
obeyed  with  a  perfect  obedience,  the  Creator  of  the  earth  and  the  heavens.  We  can, 
therefore,  only  understand  by  the  peace  of  Christ,  the  thorough  harmony  which  there  | 
was  between  his  will  and  the  Divine,  his  perfect  acquiescence  in  every  appointment  of 
the  Father,  his  undeviating  confidence  in  his  protection,  and  his  imperturbable  assurance 
of  his  love.  These  we  may  believe  to  have  been  the  elements  in  the  peace  of  a  being, 
who  was  “holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate  from  sinners;”  but  who,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  freedom  from  all  guilt,  had  to  make  his  waythrough  much  tribulation  to  a 
throne  prepared  for  him  at  his  Father’s  right  hand.  And,  though  there  must  be  respects 
in  which  the  peace  attainable  by  ourselves  will  differ  from  that  enjoyed  by  our  Saviour, 
still,  forasmuch  as  he  left  his  own  peace  to  his  Church,  we  may  expect  that  the  points 
of  resemblance  will  be  more  numerous  than  those  of  distinction.  Into  the  peace  which 
Christians  may  look  for,  there  will  necessarily  enter  a  sense  of  forgiveness;  a  conscious¬ 
ness  that  God,  of  his  free  and  undeserved  mercy,  has  blotted  out  their  transgressions, 
and  placed  to  their  account  the  obedience  of  his  Son.  And  there  could  not,  as  we  have 
just  said,  have  been  aught  of  this  element  in  the  peace  of  our  Redeemer;  so  that  there 
is  a  great  distinguishing  point  between  our  peace  and  his.  But  we  have  every  right  to 
contend  that  there  will  enter  into  the  constituent  elements  of  a  Christian’s  peace,  that  har¬ 
mony  with  the  Divine  will,  that  acquiescence  in  the  Divine  dealings,  that  confidence  in 
the  Divine  protection,  and  that  assurance  of  the  Divine  love,  which  must  have  composed 
the  peace  of  Christ ;  for  these  belonged  not  to  the  Saviour  as  he  differed  from  ourselves, 
but  rather  as  he  was  a  man,  living  the  life  of  faith  in  the  midst  of  trials  and  temptations. 

And  hence,  we  may  conclude  of  the  peace  which  is  spoken  of  in  our  text  as  the  peace 
which  God  gives  to  his  people,  that  over  and  above  the  consciousness  of  the  pardon  of 
sins,  it  will  involve  a  serene  dependence  on  our  heavenly  Father,  an  unquestioning 
admission  of  the  wisdom,  justice,  and  goodness  of  his  every  dealing,  and  a  firm  hope  and 
expectation  of  everlasting  happiness.  But  are  we  not  over  bold  in  attempting  to  define 
or  describe  this  peace  ?  The  apostle  speaks  of  it  as  a  “  peace  which  passeth  all  under¬ 
standing;”  and  if  it  pass  all  understanding,  it  must  yet  more  pass  all  language.  And 
undoubtedly  it  does.  It  is  not  to  be  expressed  even  when  felt;  neither,  when  felt,  is  it  j 
to  be  understood.  Not  understood,  inasmuch  as  it  is  inexplicably  wrought  into  the  j 
mind  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  whose  operations  are  secret  and  known  only  by  their  results. 
Not  to  be  understood,  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  worth  in  this  peace  which  the  highest 
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intelligence  cannot  compass.  It  were  to  measure  eternity,  it  were  to  comprehend  infinity’ 
to  take  the  dimensions  of  this  gift  of  God.  In  these  and  similar  respects  is  it  to  be  empha- 
jtically  maintained  that  thepeaceof  God“  passeth  all  understanding.”  But,  nevertheless,  it 
is  no  mystical  thing,  of  which  it  were  vain  to  ask  a  rational  account.  Since  our  text 
identifies  this  “peace ”  with  “strength,”  it  is  evidently  a  practical  thing  ;  not  an  inde¬ 
scribable  rapture,  an  impression  on  the  spirit,  which  may  be  experienced,  but  not 
explained, — but  an  active,  vigorous  principle,  proving  what  and  whence  it  is,  by 
effects  on  the  whole  course  of  conduct. 

We  are  very  much  struck  with  the  fact  that  the  peace  of  which  the  Psalmist  speaks, 
is  that  peace  which  is  elsewhere  spoken  of  as  passing  all  understanding.  Now,  this 
might  seem  to  countenance  those  who  would  weave  mysticism  into  religion,  and  resolve 
it  into  high  and  incommunicable  sensations.  The  Psalmist  clearly  shows  that  he  had 
no  idea  of  any  privilege  which  did  not  bear  upon  practice.  If  he  speak  of  peace,  he 
kloes  not  leave  you  to  think  that  it  is  a  something  which  dwells  sublimely  in  the  clouds, 
to  be  pursued  by  the  imagination,  and  enjoyed  in  some  rare  moment  of  spiritual  ecstacy  ; 
he  makes  it  the  same  thing  with  strength,  he  clothes  it  at  once  in  the  dress,  and  arms  it 
with  the  weapons  of  a  warrior,  and  places  it  on  the  defensive  in  the  din  and  struggle  of 
every-day  life.  So  then,  if  the  peace  of  God  pass  all  understanding,  it  is  not  as  being 
unintelligible  in  its  nature,  and,  much  less,  inscrutable  in  its  effect;  it  is  only  as  being, 
of  such  high  origin,  such  rare  excellence,  such  pre-eminent  energy,  that  even  thought 
must  fail  to  comprehend  or  measure  it.  And  thus,  without  infringing  in  any  degree  on 
the  character  which  St.  Paul  gives  of  this  peace,  leaving  it  in  ils  mysteriousness,  and 
acknowledging  that  it  exceeds  whatever  we  can  think,  and,  much  more,  whatever  we 
cay  say,  we  may  yet  tell  you  some  of  its  component  parts,  and  urge  you  to  examine 
whether  they  exist  in  yourselves.  We  may  tell  you  that,  if  the  peace  of  God  reigns  in 
your  hearts,  you  will  have  a  consciousness  that  sin  is  forgiven  ;  an  ever-growing  earnest¬ 
ness  in  striving  after  holiness  ;  a  tranquillity  undisturbed  by  the  calamities  of  life  ;  a  hope 
{superior  to  the  terrors  of  death.  And  you  are  to  judge  for  yourselves,  whether  it  can 
indeed  be  this  peace  of  God  to  which  you  have  attained,  if  ye  yet  hang  in  doubt  as  to 
ithe  pardon  of  sin,  are  agitated  in  every  season  of  affliction,  and  disquieted  at  the  prospect 
of  eternity.  We  would  only  entreat  of  you  to  examine  what  the  New  Testament  savs  of 
the  spiritual  helps  provided  for  the  Christian ;  of  the  victories  which  he  may  achieve 
|nay,  which  are  required  of  him,  if  firm  in  his  loyalty  to  God ;  of  his  possession  of  all 
things,  whether  “life  or  death,  things  present  or  things  to  come of  the  hopes  that  he 
may  cherish,  and  the  pleasures  that  he  may  enjoy.  And  when  you  have  examined  all 
this,  we  would  have  you  compare  your  own  condition,  your  advance  in  holiness,  your 
appropriation  of  privileges,  with  what  you  have  read  of  as  the  design  of  Christianity. 
You  may,  perhaps,  find  cause  for  questioning  whether  the  Gospel  system — a  sanctifying 
system,  be  it  observed,  as  well  as  a  justifying — have  wrought  out  its  tendencies  in  your¬ 
selves — if  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  be  but  feebly  resisted  ;  if  victory  be  not  the 
habit,  and  defeat  the  exception ;  if  there  be  no  decided  permanent  preference  of  invisible 
things  to  visible  ;  if  you  do  not  find  your  chief  delight  in  God;  and  if  your  experience 
of  his  consolations  do  not  fortify  you  against  the  worst  forms  of  trouble.  And  if  there  be 
one  of  us  who  can  only  say  that  his  affections  are  occasionally  attracted  towards  heavenly 
things;  that  he  is  now  and  then  enabled  to  resist  a  corrupt  passion,  and  take  pleasure 
in  a  difficult  duty ;  that  he  has  an  indistinct  hope,  but  nothing  like  a  comforting  per¬ 
suasion,  of  triumph  over  death,  and  happiness  in  eternity; — why,  let  not  such  a  man 
think  it  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  infirmity  of  his  nature,  or  the  difficulties  of  his; 
condition,  that  he  makes  so  little  way  towards  perfection ;  rather  let  him  fear  that  his 
not  reaching  the  privileges  proves  that  he  is  not  obeying  the  precepts  of  Christianity; 

!  and  certainly  he  cannot  say  that  the  privileges  are  his,  for  he  cannot  say  that  a 
!  half-and-half  temper,  a  doubting,  disquieted,  wavering  mind,  answeis  to  what  the 
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Psalmist  gives  as  the  portion  of  the  people  of  God — peace,  so  abiding,  so  undoubted,  I 
so  animating,  that  it  is  the  same  thing  to  say  the  Lord  shall  give  strength  to  his  i 
people,  as  to  say  the  Lord  shall  give  his  people  the  blessing  of  peace. 

We  will  not  dwell  longer  on  the  cause  to  which  in  our  text  so  great  an  effect  is  i 
ascribed.  It  remains  that  we  search  into  the  connection  between  this  “peace”  and  that 
“strength”  with  which  it  is  identified  in  our  text. 

We  have  already  admitted  to  you  that  at  first  sight  the  cause  seems  hardly  adequate 
to  the  effect.  You  might  have  expected  to  hear  that  the  power  or  the  Spirit  of  God 
would  be  the  “strength”  of  God’s  people,  but  not  perhaps  that  the  “peace  of  God” 
would  fit  them  for  battle,  or  defend  them  against  enemies;  but  we  now  think  to  show  - 
you  that  there  is  no  disproportion  between  the  cause  and  the  effect;  but  that  the  “  peace 
of  God,”  as  already  described,  is  precisely  adapted  to  the  strengthening  God’s  people. 
Yes,  my  brethren,  it  will  strengthen  both  the  head  and  the  heart;  and  these  are  the 
two  great  divisions  under  which  the  Christian  has  need  of  being  strengthened.  The 
strengthening  of  the  head  or  the  mind  is  to  preserve  the  Christian  from  assaults  made 
upon  his  understanding  by  sceptical  objections  or  insinuations.  The  strengthening  of  the 
heart  is  to  preserve  him  from  assaults  made  on  his  affections  by  the  world  and  worldly 
things. 

Y'ou  see,  then,  what  we  have  to  attempt  through  the  remainder  of  our  discourse. 
We  consider  that  in  spiritual  things,  the  Christian  has  need  of  being  strengthened  both 
in  the  head  and  heart;  and  now  let  us  see  whether  in  giving  him  “peace,”  God  does 
not  give  him  “strength  ”  both  in  the  one  and  in  the  other. 

First  as  to  the  head.  You  are  always  to  distinguish  very  carefully  between  what  we 
may  call  the  offensive  and  the  defensive  weapons  of  a  Christian  ;  between  the  arguments 
with  which  he  may  attempt  to  beat  down  the  infidelity  of  another,  and  those  which 
may  suffice  to  the  keeping  off  infidelity  from  himself.  There  may  manifestly  be  a  vast 
difference  between  these  :  what  would  be  very  efficacious  in  confirming  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  the  faith  of  a  believer,  may  not  be  capable  of  being  woven  into  reasoning,  and 
brought  to  bear  on  the  unbeliever.  It  may  be  a  thing  altogether  of  experience — cer¬ 
tain  to  those  by  whom  it  is  felt,  but  not  to  be  made  evident  to  others;  and  therefore, 
however  satisfactory  to  the  party  who  enjoys  it,  powerless  if  used  in  debate  with  a 
party  who  enjoys  it  not.  This  must  be  the  case  with  all  those  comforts  which  a  believer 
possesses;  with  that  sense  of  God’s  favour,  that  assurance  of  pardon,  and  that  firm 
hope  of  immortality,  which  are  graciously  communicated,  as  he  holds  on  his  way. 
These  are  touching  and  invaluable  tokens  to  himself,  that  the  Bible  is  God’s  word,  and 
that  Christ  is  indeed  the  appointed  Saviour  of  man.  But  they  are  manifestly  not  evi¬ 
dences  which  he  could  use  if  he  were  arguing  with  a  sceptic,  and  wishing  to  make  good 
to  him  these  fundamental  points  ;  he  must  then  betake  himself  to  external  evidence,  to 
the  witness  from  miracle  and  prophecy  ;  for  his  adversary  may  resolve  into  mere  delu¬ 
sion  that  internal  testimony  on  which  he  lays  so  much  stress,  and  being  without  its  ex¬ 
perience,  may^  deny  at  once  its  existence. 

And  if  the  believer  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  external  testimony  on  the  side  of 
revelation,  he  will  be  no  match  for  his  opponent,  and  must  not  expect  to  undermine  his 
scepticism.  But  will  he,  on  this  account,  be  himself  an  easy  prey  to  the  infidel  ?  is 
there  nothing  to  be  expected  but  that,  because  unequipped  with  weapons  for  an  offensive 
war,  he  will  be  found  unprepared  to  maintain  a  defensive  ?  \Ve  reply,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  his  mind  is  too  well  strengthened  to  be  carried  by  the  assaults  of  an  enemy. 
If  he  were  nothing  better  than  a  nominal  Christian,  one  who  had  received  the 
Bible  as  Divine  merely  because  so  received  by  the  mass  of  men  around,  and'who  had 
never  found  its  statements  made  good  in  himself,  we  know  not  what  power  of  resistance 
there  could  be,  when  he  was  plied  with  subtle  argument  and  cavil.  But  we  now  speak 
of  a  man  who,  though  he  may  not  have  studied  what  are  popularly  call  the  evidmees 
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of  Christianity,  has  been  long  acting  on  the  supposition  that  the  Bible  is  divine,  obeying 
its  precepts  as  the  precepts  of  God,  and  relying  on  its  promises  as  the  promises  of  God. 
And  we  can  be  sure  of  such  a  man,  that  he  has  not  proceeded  in  this  course  without 
becoming  his  own  witness  to  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures;  his  own  witness,  inasmuch  as, 
by  acting  on  the  precepts,  he  has  found  himself  made  partaker  of  the  promises,  and  thus 
has  obtained  simple,  but  irresistible,  evidence  that  the  book  is  true,  and  if  true,  divine. 
There  is  an  argument  here,  whose  force  and  persuasiveness  it  is  hardly  possible  to  exaggerate. 
It  is  the  argument  possessed  by  a  man  who  has  put  a  theory  to  the  proof,  and  found  it 
made  good ;  or  tried  a  certain  road,  and  found  that  it  led  him  to  the  place  which  he  sought. 
And  we  care  not  how  unable  one  of  our  village  Christians  may  be  to  defend  the  out- 
. works  of  religion  against  a  bold  and  cunning  assailant — he  has  an  armoury,  in  the 
depths  of  his  own  experience,  from  which  to  fetch  weapons  for  guarding  his  citidal. 
In  brief,  this  village  Christian  has  obtained  from  God  the  “  blessing  of  peace;”  and 
if  we  have  been  at  all  accurate  in  our  statement  of  the  elements  of  which  this  peace  is 
composed,  it  must  of  itself  be  sufficient  to  preserve  him  against  sceptical  attack. 
For  he  who  has  this  peace  has  his  will  moving  in  harmony  with  the  Divine,  his 
affections  subjugated  to  a  holy  law,  his  desires  refined,  his  fears  of  trouble 
and  of  death  subdued,  and  his  hopes  of  immortality  vigorous  and  abiding; 
and  is  there  no  evidence  to  him  in  all  this,  that  the  system  which  he  has 
received  as  diviue,  had  God  for  its  author?  Whence  these  ennobling,  purifying  influ¬ 
ences  ?  whence  this  serenity  in  the  midst  of  storms  ?  whence  this  mastery  of  rebellious 
passions?  whence  this  composure  in  the  prospect  of  dissolution  ?  Are  these  the  fruit3 
of  falsehood ;  of  doctrines  invented  by  deceivers;  of  a  religion  coined  by  enthusiasts, 
and  believed  only  Ly  the  ignorant?  Oh  !  the  mau  in  whom  the  peace  of  God  resides 
has  only  to  recur  to  this  peace  (a  peaca  obtained,  bo  it  observed,  through  obedience  to 
the  Bible),  and  he  needs  not  the  witness  which  the  stars  in  their  courses,  or  the  accu¬ 
mulated  occurrences  of  century  af:er  century,  bear  to  the  inspiration  of  Scripture.  He 
cannot  doubt  the  origin  of  this  peace  ;  the  world  could  not  have  given,  as  the  world 
cannot  take  it  away.  Never  could  his  will  have  so  submitted  itself  to  the  divine  ;  never 
could  he  have  acquired  such  tranquility  of  mind ;  never  could  he  have  gained  such  confi¬ 
dence  in  an  invisible  Protector,  through  hearkening  to  a  record  of  lies — lies  the  more  hateful 
because  assuming  to  be  the  words  of  the  God  of  all  truth.  And  you  might  wonder,  as 
you  saw  the  uninformed  peasant  resisting  the  attacks  of  a  great  champion  of  infidelity, 
unmoved  by  sceptical  argument  and  insinuation,  though  quite  unable  to  show  wherein 
lay  its  fallacy  ;  you  might  perhaps,  even  be  disposed  to  suspect  that  there  must  be 
more  of  obstinacy  than  of  reason  in  the  successful  resistance,  and  that  it  was  rather 
because  there  was  an  imperviousness  to  argument  than  a  well-founded  conviction  of 
truth,  that  the  villager  withstood  his  shrewd  assailant;  but  we  would  tell  you  at  once, 
that  there  was  no  cause  for  surprise,  and  still  less  for  a  suspicion  that  the  belief,  which 
was  not  to  be  shaken,  was  nevertheless  without  a  sufficient  foundation, — we  would  tell 
you  that  the  man  who  appeared  to  you  unequipped  was  a  man  in  whem  dwelt  “the 
peace  of  God ;  ”  and  that  this  peace  can  so  fortify  a  man  in  his  belief  of  the  truth  of 
Christianity,  as  to  make  good  to  the  letter  what  is  affirmed  in  our  text — the  promise,, 
that  the  Lord  shall  give  strength  unto  his  people. 

Now  we  have  hitherto  spoken  to  you  on  the  strengthening  of  the  head  or  the  under¬ 
standing,  so  as  to  fortify  a  man  against  sceptical  assault ;  and  we  will  now  see  how  this- 
peace  will  strengthen  the  heart,  or  the  affections.  The  attack  upon  the  heart  or  the  affec¬ 
tions,  is  that  made  by  the  world  and  worldly  things,  those  objects  which  address  them¬ 
selves  to  our  natural  desires,  and  solicit  us  through  our  senses  and  passions. 

And  here  it  is  that  we  are  exposed  to  the  greatest  danger.  We  may  pass  through 
life  with  but  little  of  sceptic  assault;  but  daily,  yea,  hourly,  we  are  attacked  through 
the  affections,  and  in  peril  of  being  overcome  by  the  allurements  of  the  world.  Here, 
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therefore,  it  also  is,  that  we  specially  need  being  fortified  and  strengthened  to  enable  us 
to  withstand  those  temptations  to  which  we  are  naturally  most  prone  to  yield.  And  we 
cannot  but  think— recurring  once  more  to  our  introductory  remarks — that  it  is  through 
our  not  setting  the  standard  of  Christian  privilege  sufficiently  high,  that  even  believers 
are  so  often  overcome,  whether  by  the  world  or  the  flesh.  If  they  aimed  at  what  we 
are  sure  they  might  acquire  (seeing  it  is  nothing  more  than  is  promised  them  in  Scrip¬ 
ture),  an  abiding,  elevating  sense  of  God’s  love  and  favour;  an  actual  delighting  in  him; 
and  such  an  anticipation  of  heavenly  joys  as  would  make  them  already  dwellers  in  his 
presence;  they  would  have  comparatively  no  relish  for  base  and  transient  pleasures,  and 
would  therefore  be  little  moved  by  the  solicitations  which  now  too  frequently  prevail. 

If  the  heart  were  thoroughly  and  deeply  engaged  in  religion,  they  might  oppose,  as  it 
were,  pleasures  to  pleasures,  riches  to  riches,  honours  to  honours, — the  pleasures,  riches, 
honours,  which  God  alone  can  bestow,  to  those  which  are  proffered  by  the  world;  and 
thus  would  they  be  attached  to  the  service  of  piety,  by  the  very  same  ties  which  attach 
others  to  the  service  of  sin,  even  the  ties  of  inclination  and  preference.  The  evil  is,  that, 
with  the  generality  of  Christians,  there  is  but  little  of  felt  delight  in  religion  ;  they  have 
no  actual  joy  in  believing,  no  such  communion  with  God  and  with  heaven  as  ministers 
to  them  a  present  and  exquisite  gladness;  and,  therefore,  when  tempted  to  indulge  a  low 
passion,  or  chase  a  mere  shadow,  they  cannot  retreat  within  themselves,  and,  finding 
there  pleasures  more  congenial  with  their  purified  tastes,  indignantly  bid  the  tempter 
depart. 

It  ought  to  be  thus;  and  it  would  be  thus,  if  greater  heed  were  given  to  religion,  as 
an  internal  vital,  happy-making  thing.  If  Christians  acquired  a  greater  relish  for  the 
service  of  God;  if  they  were  brought  to  the  feeling  it  their  meat  and  drink  to  do  his 
will ;  if  they  came  to  the  acting  from  a  principle  of  love  rather  than  of  duty  ;  if  their 
faith  were  kept  in  such  vigorous  exercise  that  they  might  be  said  to  see  heaven  open, 
and  to  jjartake  its  delights, — what  probability  would  there  be  of  their  being  seduced  by 
a  base  appetite,  or  allured  by  a  bauble  ?  The  temptation  would  be  powerless,  because 
not  offering  as  much  as  was  already  enjoyed;  or  rather,  because,  requiring  the  sur¬ 
render  of  a  greater  pleasure  for  the  sake  of  a  far  inferior.  But  so  long  as  Christians 
remain  inalanguid,  half-hearted  condition,  slaving  through  duties  in  place  of  finding  them 
privileges,  talking  about  heaven  in  place  of  obtaining  its  foretastes,  obeying  God  as  a 
master,  in  place  of  delighting  in  him  as  a  father, — what  wonder  if  the  world  often  gain 
an  easy  victory,  so  that  what  is  ignoble  attracts  them,  what  is  transient  detains,  what  is 
worthless  fascinates  ? 

And  it  is  in  thorough  agreement  with  these  statements  that  the  Psalmist  in  our  text 
identifies  strength  with  peace.  We  have  shown  you,  that  in  this  peace  are  included  an 
abiding  sense  of  Divine  favour,  a  firm  hope  of  future  happiness,  and  such  earnests  of 
heaven  as  shall  stimulate,  whilst  they  gratify,  the  Christian.  And  what  power,  men 
and  brethren,  will  the  world,  with  its  vanities,  its  gauds,  its  riches,  its  pleasures,  have 
over  an  individual  in  whom  this  peace  abides?  What  is  it  to  him;  that  there  are  petty 
distinctions  for  which  the  ambitious  struggle,  perishable  possessions  for  which  the  cove¬ 
tous  toil,  and  base  gratifications  which  the  very  brutes  enjoy  in  common  with  men  ? 
What  is  it  to  him,  that,  in  the  scene  where  he  has  been  appointed  to  pass  a  few  pro¬ 
bationary  years,  there  are  gilded  shadows,  splendid  cheats,  phantoms  woven  by  “  - 

prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,”  to  draw  aside  the  unstable,  and  lure  them  to  de.>  0,1 
tion  ?  Nay,  what  is  it  to  him,  that  the  world  heaves  with  agitations,  of  whic.cn0T0~ 
necessarily  partake  who  are  fastened  to  it  in  heart  and  affections  ?  He  has  foretasfT  of/3 
celestial  bliss,  and  these  cause  the  earth’s  best  pleasures  to  seem  flat  and  insipid ;  hd°  11 
the  title  to  an  incorruptible  crown,  and  he  can  look  with  a  holy  disdain  on  the  splenfstar 
of  courts  and  the  pageantry  of  greatness;  he  has  a  constant  dependence  on  the  unweafed 
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guardianship  of  the  Almighty,  and  therefore  may  the  foundations  of  the  earth  be 
removed,  and  yet  will  “  his  heart  be  fixed,  trusting  in  the  Lord.” 

Do  we  overstate  the  peace  of  which  our  text  speaks?  Nay,  it  would  not  pass  all 
understanding,  if  it  were  not,  at  least,  as  diffusive,  as  elevating,  as  sustaining,  rs  we 
describe  it ;  and  let  a  man  acquire  this  peace,  and  he  is  armed  against  the  world,  with  all 
its  fascinations,  and  with  all  its  threatenings.  The  world  can  offer  him  no  pleasure  but 
at  the  loss  of  a  greater,  and  menace  him  with  no  evil  against  which  he  has  not  a  remedy. 
And  why,  theD,  should  he  yield  to  it  when  it  would  seduce  him  ?  why  be  alarmed  by  it 
when  it  would  terrify  him  ?  Oh  !  let  a  man  have  the  habit  of  communing  with  God ; 
let  him  have  an  assured  sense  of  reconciliation  ;  let  him  have  that  present  comfort  and 
joy  in  religion  which  fellowship  with  the  invisible  world  must  produce, — and  we  know 
not  why,  in  every  hour  of  temptation,  he  should  not  manifest  something  of  that  fine 
superiority  which  was  conspicuous  in  Christ  when  assailed  by  the  devil.  Place  him  in 
the  desert,  where  he  may  seem  exposed  to  certain  destruction  unless  he  do  something 
inconsistent  with  allegiance  to  God, — he  is  not  disheartened  ;  no  distrust  is  produced, 
for  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  faithful,  and  that  word  has  told  him  that  he  shall  never  be 
forsaken.  And  thus  it  is  “  the  peace  of  God  ”  which  keeps  him.  We  speak  not  of  “  the 
peace,”  to  the  exclusion  of  the  grace  or  the  Spirit  of  God.  The  peace  is  the  fruit  of 
the  Spirit ;  of  heavenly,  not  of  earthly  growth  ;  inwrought  by  God’s  power,  and  there¬ 
fore  not  a  substitute  for  such  supernatural  agency  as  is  more  commonly  mentioned  in 
scripture.  But  the  Spirit  works  by  and  through  the  peace  which  it  has  itself  produced. 
And  as  the  man  turns  \o  the  comforts  which  he  enjoys,  to  his  delight  in  God,  to  his 
glorious  hopes,  to  his  foretastes  of  heaven,  why,  he  feels  a  contempt  for  all  which  the 
world  can  offer  to  give,  for  all  which  it  can  threaten  to  do.  His  affections  arepre-occu- 
pied,  his  cares  are  cast  on  God.  So  that,  even  as  if  he  were  assailed  through  the  mind, 
he  would  find  in  his  own  experience  an  effectual  argument  against  scepticism,  or,  being 
assailed  through  the  heart,  he  finds  in  that  experience  an  effectual  succour  against  temp¬ 
tation  ;  and  thus  is  there  made  good  to  him  every  letter  of  our  text,  and  he  becomes  his 
own  witness  that  saying  “  the  Lord  will  give  strength  to  his  people,”  is  virtually  the  same 
thing  as  saying,  the  “  Lord  will  give  his  people  the  blessing  of  peace.” 

Now,  we  have  spoken  to  you  upon  this  occasion  of  the  “peace  of  God,”  because  it 
is  this  “peace”  with  which  we  pray  that  you  may  be  kept  both  in  mind  and  heart 
during  the  few  weeks  for  which  I  purpose  being  absent  from  my  accustomed  post; 
For  the  next  six  Tuesdays  I  shall  not  address  you  ;  such  a  period  of  relaxation  being 
rendered  necessary  by  the  constant  pressure  of  various  duties.  We  leave  you  with  a 
discourse  upon  the  “peace”  which  God’s  people  may  enjoy;  and  the  “strength”  which 
that  “  peace  ”  will  impart. 

And  let  it  not  be  thought,  men  and  brethren,  that  in  showing  you  how  both  the 
head  and  the  heart  may  be  fortified  through  the  peace  which  is  from  above,  we  have 
been  describing  to  you  some  rare  privilege  which  the  mass  of  you  may  not  hope  to 
obtain.  It  is  evident  from  the  statements  of  Scripture  that  the  obtaining  this  “peace” 
is  what  all  may  have — what  all  Christians  ought  to  have ;  and  let  us  point  out  to  you 
therefore,  in  conclusion,  how  the  peace  of  God  may  be  obtained.  If  you  would  enjoy 
this  peace,  you  must  cultivate  a  devotional  habit — a  habit  of  communion  with  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven.  We  can  hardly  doubt  that  one  great  reason  why  Christians  make^so 
little  progress,  and  have  so  little  enjoyment  is,  that  they  are  so  scant  in  their  private  devo¬ 
tions.  God  is  ready  to  bestow  great  blessings ;  but  then  they  must  be  asked  for,  and 
'  importuned  for.  This  is  the  condition  of  bestowment — “Open  thy  mouth  wide,  and  I 
l!  will  fill  it,” — these  are  his  own  words.  We  have  but  to  enlarge  our  desires;  and  God 
Teswill  increase  his  supplies.  Let  none  of  us  then  wonder  if  he  have  not  much  of  that 
^divine  “  peace  which  passeth  all  understanding,”  and  if,  in  consequence,  he  be  often 
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overcome  by  temptations  and  disturbed  by  fears,  if  be  be  little  in  the  habit  of  secret 
prayer  and  meditation.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  be  diligent  in'public  worship ;  but  nothing 
can  make  up  for  negligence  in  private.  You  may  learn  and  obtain'much  in  church,  and 
so  forsake  not  the  assembling  of  yourselves  ;  but  it  is,  after  all,  in  the  closet  that  you  may 
expect  the  best  lessons,  and  the  finest  glimpses  of  immortality.  See  to  it,  then,  ye  who 
name  the  name  of  Christ,  that  ye  be  frequent  and  fervent  in  private  prayer  to  God.  Thus 
shall  our  text  be  fulfilled  in  your  experience,  and  the  Lord  himself  shall  “  bless  you  with 
peace.”  And  who  would  be  without  this  peace  ?  Is  not  the  night  gathering  ?  Is  not 
the  storm  rising  ?  Who  would  be  without  this  peace  ?  It  is  but  a  little  while,  and  each 
of  us  will  be  summoned  to  leave  the  world  and  appear  before  God.  And  what  shall 
then  comfort  and  sustain  us? — what  but  a  full  persuasion  that  our  sins  are  blotted  out, 
and  our  persons  accepted? — that  God  is  on  our  side,  and  that  heaven  is  our  portion? 

And  this  persuasion,  my  brethren,  is  the  “peace”  of  God — a  peace  which  God 
bestows  on  those  who  wait  upon  him,  diligently  “  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  his  word.” 
Mysterious  that  there  should  be  any  “  peace  ”  which  is  not  to  be  shaken  amid  the  throes 
of  dissolution,  and  the  terrors  of  judgment  1  Mysterious,  indeed,  but  not  incredible  ! 
Mysterious!  for  it  is  a  “peace  that  passeth  all  understanding.”  Not  incredible!  for 
thou,  O  God,  hast  promised  to  “  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is  stayed  upon 
thee;”  ay,  even  “in  the  hour  of  death,  and  in  the  day  of  judgment.” 

May  this  peace  of  God  be  amongst  you  till  we  meet  again,  strengthening  you  for 
duty  and  for  trial  !  I  pray  for  you  with  the  prayer  of  St.  Paul  for  his  converts — “  Now 
the  Lord  of  peace  himself  give  you  peace  always,  by  all  means.” 


